@ Doing Good

“This just proves Kindness is

¥ 17500 and counting. That's how many wishes regular people like Jamielynn
Storch and Bre McGloughlin have helped make come true. Because when
you do something special for someone else, you feel great, tool

addictivel’

f only there were something

IIoouId do. How many times

have you wondered that after

reading about a family devas-

b{agied b; m-t‘t:rml'dcv a

town ra a on
the news? :

Dave Girgenti often found him-
self wondering that, too. And
little did the Cherry Hill, New

Dave was lucky; that much he
knew. He wasn't in New York
City on 9/11, nor had he lost any-
one dear. But as the towers
crumbled amid sirens and
smoke, he longed to help those
who had.

So he donated to families of
the fallen. But he couldn’t stop
thinking: There’s got to be a
way for people to connect at times
like this.

Then Hurricane Katrina
struck—and once again, Dave
watched in horror as thousands

you know?

community at

“WishUponA

along with

dozens of other wish ambassadors,

have become Emmie's Heroes,
raising $1,256 in just a week to
help a little girl with congenital
heart and lung defects.

‘AmazingGrayce.” Then, scroll-
ing through the wishes, her eyes
fell upon one that said: I wish to
buy my son a game set. He has
mj!wmtlmdlomgwnes
amielynn scraped together
$25, and with three other “Wish
Ambassadors,” she made the
mom’s—and boy's—dream come
true'Andv;l'githemomposbed
a picture of her son
game with the play,?%ml.k
you! Ja.rmelynn couldn’t
iling.

could make—and ing more wishes:
%rant—wishes? Yc;l;:i;fg;;::;as ing Shorty the dog get
ecause everyone ' treatment for parvovi-
kindness in your o Dntbak g 6
fund to fix a familys

The wish granters'
So Dave on to his
laptop—and, along w1th a

created Wi.shUponAHem.com.
And as word spread, be-

gan making wishes. For big
ﬂllngs, like help finding a miss-
ing loved one. And for simple
ones, like g'et-well cards for a
sick child.

What a beautiful idea, 27-year-

She'd contributed to fund-raisers
before, but this was more than
writing a check. This was the
chance to be someone’s hero!

actsofkindness.

minivan so they
bring their baby girl, Mad-
ison, to chemotherapy. And
each hﬁz’ Jamlelyg:mgot that
warm u making
adlifa-enoeg J|'f:]:rs«::fn:lneor:nge" e else.
Someone like the young single
mnmwho’dstumhleduponWish
Upon a Hero when she was des-
perate. Though it pained her to
it, for her son’s sake, she
: I wish I could buy groceries
formbukboy
Almost instantly, Wish Upm a
Hero members were
plea. Whatlfthatmme‘?they
asked themselves, sending what
they could: $3 here, $5.25 there
... and soon, she had $21!
They're angels! she wept with
relief. It was enough to tide her
over until her next paycheck—
and to inspire her to pay it for-
ward by signing up to grant
wishes, toa!

“Anybody can
be a hero!”
Soon. she was sending a card to
ayoungmang'raduahngﬁ'om
the firefighters’ academy. Giving
a few dollars to a Houston mom
whose son needed shoes. And it
struck her: Alone, we may strug-
gle. Bl:t ttxgather we can get

Thats ﬁ Oregon mom of
three Bre McGloughlin tries to
grant a wish every day! Wishes
for everything from fuzzy slip-
pers to an air hockey game for
soldiers in Iraq to collecting pen-
nies to save the rain forest.

“Sometimes my kids and I pick
Sarht. e et Bl 10

t 5
small to make a difference!”

And all those dreams-come-
true add up: A year after Wish
U .com was born, more
than 17,500 wishes have been
granted, transforming regular
people into superheroes! Like
the eighth-graders that rallied
behind a classmate whose home
was lost in a fire. The folks from

Harbor for his 90th birthday.
And the dozens of wish am-
bassadors helpmg the famlly of
a little girl named ad-

opted from

“Everybody has a wish, |

and anybody can be a hero.
All we have todois openour
hearts—because ki

is =
addictive!” Dave says.

4 simple things
you can do to

Make someone’s

day better!

0 Send a handwrltten note.
Cards and notes are one of
the most-requested wishes at
Wish Upon a Hero. “Handwritten
notes show you cared enough
to take your time,”" explains
mm author of

The Happiness Factor
(thehappinessfactor.com).

9 Offer to do an errnnd for |&
them. “We're all overloaded.
Stopping to pick up their dry-

cleaning, for instance, could
improve their whnle day,"
suggests Wilkinson. “It says
they're worth your trouble.”
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